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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL  MEETING OF 
WORTHEN WITH SHELVE PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD AT HOPE  VILLAGE HALL 7.45 PM ON MONDAY 18th MAY  2026

	PRESENT were Cllrs
Also present were
	R Tongue(Chair),J Soper,D Croker,F Dale & H Kidd. 
The Clerk, Sarah-Jane Smith and a member of the Public.

	1. Election of Chair for 2026/2027

	Resolved to elect R Tongue as Chairman.

A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by Cllr. Tongue and received by council.

	2. Election of Vice Chair for 2026/2027
	Resolved to elect J Soper as Vice Chairman. 

	3. Co-Option of Councillors
	Noted.

	4. Apologies for absence from Cllrs

	Resolved to accept and approve apologies for absence from B Veenstra, H Davies, D Buxton, J Chesters, B Jones, M Fellows, A Holloway, N Jones and  R Jones.

	5. Declarations of Interest
	No declarations of interest declared.

	6. Public Forum 

	     A representative from Hope Village Hall addressed council.

	7. Police Report

	     Police report received and accepted into record by this council. 

	8. Local Members Report received by this Council
A peer review of Shropshire Council was conducted, and recommendations were made in September. The chief executive left, followed by the 151 and finance officer. An interim Chief Executive who was put in place in September has now been confirmed as permanent. There is an interim 151 officer and finance officer in place. The Council was strongly advised to increase the Council Tax by 9%. A loan from the government was taken to enable the recruitment and training of staff to streamline financial and legal processes. Employment initiatives are being introduced. The café at Guild Hall has been reopened and is proving incredibly positive for staff morale. A report on the position of Shire Hall is being undertaken and will be presented at a cabinet meeting in July. 
The Council is out to tender for Bus Services with improved timetables; new services should be in place by September. Dial a Ride has a 10-mile area limit on journeys. Highway work to Rowley Road has been completed. There have been instances of potholes, gulleys and cracks being top-dressed. There is a time lag between road preparation and top dressing which caused this issue. A scheme of works to coordinate an innovative approach will be introduced. Tetra Pac’s can now be put in the recycling bin.

	The Chairman closed the Public Forum at 19.56 and opened the Parish Council meeting


	9. Minutes of the Council



	Confirm and approve the minutes, already circulated of the Parish Council meeting held 27th April 2026. 
	Resolved to accept as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes.



	10.To appoint representatives on the
      following for 2026/2027
	Resolution



	a.   Worthen Village Hall

b.   Snailbeach Village Hall

c.   Hope Village Hall

d.   Helicopter Liaison Group

e.   SALC

f.    Worthen PCC

g.   Standard Bearer
	Cllr. Veenstra.
Defer to June meeting.
Defer to June meeting.
Cllr. Dale.
Cllr. Dale.
Cllr. Tongue.
Cllr. Tongue.

	11.General Power of Competence 
      Council 
	Resolved to confirm that this council meets the eligibility criteria for the General Power of Competence and adopts the power as set out in the Localism Act 2011.

	12.Parish Matters
	None.


	a. Gradient of road in Old Mill Close.


	The council is considering this issue and noted it is a civil matter.

	13.Grants


	Resolved to award the following grants:
Pontesbury P3 Grant £280.00; Worthen Newsletter £100; Hope Newsletter £100; Snailbeach Newsletter £100; Severn Hospice £200; Hope House £200 and West Midland Air Ambulance £200.

	14.Correspondence


	No correspondence to report.

	15.Planning Matters


	Resolution

	a. 26/01522/LBC  Bank Farm, Aston Pigott
b. The Cock Inn in Worthen is being sold
	Reviewed by council and resolved to Support.
There is a community Right to Buy on this property.  The clerk was instructed to arrange a Public meeting.  

	16.Financial Matters


	Resolution

	a. Bills & Accounts for authorisation & payment.  
	Resolved to accept cash book into record and authorise payments.

	17.Confidential Matters   
a.  Burial Spaces in Parish.  Presentation made to council.


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 20.40

